
Tabernacle Instructions - 
Exodus 25-31

1

Chapter 25:1-9 Chapter 25:10-22

1-9
- bring contributions
- Heart is to be moved to be part of this
- These materials were most likely what have been given 

to them from the Egyptians
- Ex 35:21-29; 36:3-7
- Moses issued command for people to stop bring the 

contribution - had to be refrained from bringing more
- Blue, scarlet, purple material - signs of royalty
- Blue = shellfish
- Purple = secretions of the murex snail
- Crimson (scarlet) = powdered egg and bodies of certain 

worms that feed on the holly plant
- Fine linen - Egypt was well known for
- Goat hair - livestock they kept - they would know how the 

process works
- Skins - porpoise, badger, dugong, dolphin, sheep, 

antelope, something extinct
- Acacia - strong, hard tree found in the wilderness areas 

in that part of the world
- Spices - balsams that come from Arabia
- Construct a sanctuary for God to dwell among His people

Ark of the Covenant (10-16)
- 45” x 27” x 27” size
- Overlaid in pure gold
- Purity, holiness, godliness of gold
- Poles stayed in the ark at all times - to carry the ark
- Num 4:15 - don’t touch holy object or you will die
- II Sam 6:7 - Uzzah is struck dead for not treating God as 

holy
- To put the laws into the ark (He 9:4) - golden pot of 

manna, Aaron’s rod that budded
- Laws - people rejected these
- God’s provision for their needs - rejected God’s provision
- Miracle, God’s authority - people rejected this
- Reminder of their sins which deserved judgment

Mercy Seat
- Pure gold - 45” x 27”
- One single piece of hammered work
- Cherubim faced each other but faces were turned down 

to the mercy seat
- Gen 3:24; Ez 10:1-22; Is 37:16 - Cherubim are the place 

where God’s throne is, and they are the protectors to 
keep sinful man in his place

- Day of Atonement - Yom Kippur - the high priest would 
sprinkle blood on the mercy seat

- James 2:13; He 9:22; He10:1-7; He 9:11-28; He 8:1-13
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Exodus 25:23-40 Exodus 26
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Exodus 27 Exodus 28
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Exodus 29 Exodus 30 Exodus 31


