James
Lesson 6 - Chapter 2

Satan is a deceiver and has been from the very beginning. Each one of us is
vulnerable to his attacks when we become distracted by things.

- Wealth or the pursuit of it.

- False religion - man’s own ideas on how to get to heaven.

- Self-centered lifestyle that justifies blindness to the needs of others.

- Claiming a faith that is useless and dead

James warns us not to be deceived by his tricks. What is God’s answer to
combat Satan’s schemes? His Word! You not only need to read it, but you need
to be a “doer of the Word” as well. Live out the faith you say you have by doing
what God calls you to do.

Study well and allow God’s Word to transform your mind so you can walk in a
way that is pleasing to your Creator.

DAY ONE

Last week you did a short study on the deception of wealth. You saw that those who
obtain it, never seem to be satisfied with it. Let’s pick up with that topic this week.

1. Read James 2 and watch the flow of thought from the first seven verses through the

end of the chapter. Do you see a connection to how you treat the rich and the poor,
loving your neighbor, and faith and works being tied together?

2. Review what you learned last week from your “Outline About Wealth.” Spend some
time looking this over and thinking about what you learned.

3. Now read Mark 12:41-44. Record what you learn about Jesus’ perspective on
wealth or lack thereof. What do you think Jesus is concerned with?
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4. Now it’s time to do a little soul searching. Where do you invest your money? |s your
idea of investments truly an investment or a means of catering to your wants? Are
you sure that this is where God wants you to invest His money? Remember that it is
His and not yours! Are you investing it in the furtherance of His kingdom?

5. What about your lifestyle? How moderate is it? Are there places where you indulge
self yet hold back from helping those in true need? Where do you invest your time
on things eternal or things of today that have no lasting value? Do you look at
others and use their actions as an excuse for your own?

DAY TWO AND DAY THREE
1. After beginning your time in prayer, read James 2:1-13. In verse 8, what do you

think that the “royal law” means and what does it have to do with the attitude of
showing partiality?
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2. Remember that James was writing to a Jewish audience that was dispersed abroad.
These were Christians living in the pagan villages and cities. James is going to take
them back to their roots. Read the following passages and note what they should
have known about this “royal law.”

a. Mark 12:28-31 (cf Leviticus 19:18)

b. Romans 13:8-10

c. James 2:1-13

3. If these Jews were now Christians were they still bound to the laws of the Old
Testament? There are many that say we are under grace and the law no longer
applies to us therefore we are free to live how ever we want. Think about these
questions and read the following verses and record what you observe as you look
for answers.

a. Romans 7:1-6

b. Matthew 5:17-20

c. Romans 6:1-2, 12-13

d. Romans 8:3-4
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e.Jude 4

4. In James 2:12 speaks of being judges by the law of liberty. He tells his readers to
speak and act accordingly as someone who will be judged by that law. James is the
only writer in the Bible that uses this reference. Let’s take a look at a couple of other
passages that may help us understand what this means to us today.

a. John 8:31-32

b. John 12:47-48 (notice what judges the man and how that may apply to James)

c. James 1:25

5. Is God partial? Does He show partiality toward the rich? The poor? Those with
position and power? The downtrodden and destitute?

a. Leviticus 19:15

b. Deuteronomy 1:17

c. Deuteronomy 16:18-20
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d. Psalm 82:1-4

e. Jeremiah 7:4-7

f. Ezekiel 22:29-31

g. Zechariah 7:8-14

h. Acts 10:34

i. Romans 2:11

j- Ephesians 6:9

k. Colossians 3:23-25
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6. How does showing partiality relate to showing honor to others?

a. Romans 13:7

b. | Peter 2:17

7. In James 2:11, he brings up committing adultery and murder. Aren’t you glad that
you are not as bad as someone who does that? You would never commit such
terrible sins. Or would you? Are you a respecter of persons? If so, does that not
show that you are not honoring everyone equally. Before you think through and
answer these questions, read Matthew 5:21-30.

8. Read what your commentaries have to say on James 2:1-13. Please don’t go any
further than that!
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DAY FOUR AND DAY FIVE

Now we are going to turn our attention to the heart of this chapter. We are going to
delve into James 2:14-26. You have two days to pour over these precious verses.
Don’t rush this assignment and spend plenty of time in prayer examining your life! They
are vitally important to each of our lives. For some it will encourage you and prove that
you are in the faith. For others, it may reveal that what you have been clinging to is
merely worthless religion. What about you? Do you have a faith that’s real? If so what
is the proof? If you can’t point to the proof, you may need to go back and ask that
question again. A true faith has proof, works, and Scripture tells you exactly what that is
going to look like in your day to day life. Paul tells you that you are to “test yourselves
to see if you are in the faith,” Il Corinthians 13:5. James warned about worthless
religion back in James 1:25-27, and it will be a theme throughout his letter.

1. Read James 2:14-26 and write down the main focus of these verses.

2. He opens this portion of the letter with two questions in verse 14. What are they?

3. When he asks the question, “Can that faith save him?” What kind of faith is he
referring to?

4. Asyou read 2:14-26, is there a key repeated phrase throughout the verses?

5. James presents an example in verses 15-16. How does this example relate to the
rest of the passage?

6. According to James, faith that has no works is what?

a. How many times does he use that expression in verses 14-267?

b. What do you think he means by that expression?
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7. How many times does James use the words “show” and “see” in this passage? Do
you think that is significant? Why or why not?

James makes the bold statement that “Faith without works is dead.” Do other portions
of Scripture support that claim? Let’s take a look at some of those passages. God may
reveal some things about yourself that you are not going to like. If you are God’s child,
don’t run from truth. His truth is what cleanses us and transforms our mind so we can
become more like Him. The weak and the foolish run from the chastisement of our
loving heavenly Father.

8. Read Ephesians 2:8-10 and answer these questions.

a. How is a man saved?

b. Do works have any part of bringing a person to salvation?

9. Read Romans 6:4. How does newness of life relate to a faith without works?

10. Read Il Corinthians 5:17. Do you see any parallels to the verses we have already
looked at and what James has said in his letter?

11. Read Galatians 5:19-21. What happens to those who practice these things? The
verb practice is in the present tense which means that you keep on doing it, it is a
continuous or habitual lifestyle.
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12. Compare Ephesians 5:3-6 with Galatians 5:19-21. How do they relate to the topic at
hand?

13. One last passage. Read | Corinthians 6:9-11. Record how these verses apply.

14. What insights have these passages given you on James 2:14-26. Thoughtfully and
prayerfully consider that question and record what you have learned.

15. Take time to take all this before the Lord. Ask Him to search your heart and show
you areas in your life that needs to be changed. If these verses have shown you
that your faith is dead, that you have no works to back up what you believe, fall on
your knees before the King of Heaven and ask Him to become King of you life.
Allow Jesus to become your LORD (Master) and Savior and allow Him to begin
directing your steps so that you begin doing the works that He has prepared for you.

16. James 2 is such a powerful chapter. Why not read through it once more before
calling in quits for the day. As you do, look for portions to memorize and carry with
you each and every day. Write down the verses you want to memorize.
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